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Xavier’s university to offer doctoral programmes

MITAMUKHERJEE

New Town: St Xavier’s Uni-
versity will offer PhD pro-
grammes from the academic
session starting September.

The three-year-old univer-
sity will begin with doctoral
programmes in English, com-
merce and mass communica-
tion in the 2019-20 session and
extend the facility to subjects
such as management, econom-
ics, social work and law in the
coming years, Father Felix
Raj, the vice-chancellor of the
university, said.

The University Grants Co
mmission (UGC) rules allow a
university to introduce doctor-
al programmes only after run-

ning postgraduate courses for
two vears. The New Town insti-
tute completed two years ofits
functioning a few months ago.
“Research is one of our
principal academic activities.
All possible steps were taken
over the past two years to
enswre that we could start the
PhD programmes at the end of
our second year. Our aim is to
make the university a resear-
ch-driven institution,” he said.
All the doctoral progra-
mmes will be conducted strict-
lyin compliance withthe UGC
norms. Scholars will be admit-
ted on the basis of an entrance
test. The XU Research Apti-
tude test of the University
(XURAT) to be conducted by

the university will be held on
August 24.

Twenty-eight students will
be admitted in three subjects
in the first year. Teachers
holding the rank of professors
will guide amaximum of eight
scholars each. Those in the
rank of associate professor will
guide a maximum of six stu-
dents and not more than four
will be supervised by assistant
professors, Felix Raj said.

All aspiring candidatescan
start submitting applications
from July 10. The details of the
admission tests and the
brochure of the PhD pro-
grammes will be available on
the university’s website
wor.sxuk.edu.in.

The mniversity hasset up a
separate body comprising aca-
demics and teachers for super-
vision of the doctoral progra-
mmes, Jadavpur University
vice-chancellor Suranjan Das

isamember oftheuniversity’s
Board of Research.

A research centre has been
set up on the sprawling 17-acre
campus equipped with confer-
ence rooms, library, separate

cubicles for the scholars and
lecture rooms. The facilities at
the research centre are on a
par with theresearch institutes
of international standards, the
vice-chancellor said.



