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Jesuit legacy and education

A precious milestone

J.FELIX RAJ

arly 1dh-century Euvope expen-
enced wajor changes and, influ
enced by the discovery of the Amer-
icas and an ongoing Buropean Re-
nadssance, the culture begus to em
body the values of a woder world, Economies
were shifting and a time of scientific innova
tion was making its wark upon the coltural
cantours of civilization. Stirred by the sdvent
of the prinding press, information spread with
hitherto wunatched asse, cresting an bmpact
stmilar to thatof the intemet in our time.

The University of Paris was like the Oxford
and Stanford Universities of our times; it was
the secand oldest undversity in Europe. Inst
tuted in 1200 by King Philip 11 of France, it was
internationally veputed for its academic per-
farmance in the unandties — notably in the-
ology and philosophy — it introduced several
academic standards and traditions that have
endured the test of time and spread interna-
tionally. Vast munbers of popes, members of
royalty, scientists s intellectuals of Enrope
were educated at this wndversity. In 1970, fal
lowing the May 1661 events, the undversity
was divided into 13 sutonomaons iniversities

Francis Xavier, a nobleman from Basque,
Spadiy, joined the College Saite-Barbe at the
Paris University in 1626 wheve he spent 11
years, first as student of the Master of Arts
cotirse s Jater as lecturer of Avistotelian phi
lasophy. In 1328, a new student, Ignating of
Loyola,came to Paris University to stidy Mas-
ters. Ignatiug, at 22, was much older than
Francs who was 23. Ipnatiug had gone to Paris
after many adventurous activities — first as a
Enight anxd then a palgrim after his conversion,

Ignatius convineed one of his dassimnates,
Piesra Fabre, to became a priest, but wasun
ahble to pevsuade Francis, who had aspirations
of & warldly career snd was not intevested in
the priestly vocation. At first Frands regarded
Ignatius as a jolke and was sarcastic about las
eflorts to convinee students to become priests.

Ignativs attended Francis's dasses on phi
losaphy. From the first day of class, Ignatins
would walk fast to the door and would repeat
the words: “What does it profit & man if he
gains the whele waorld and loses his soul?" as
Francdisleft theroom. After a few days, Francis
asked himn to stop, but Ignativs persdsted.

Ignativs was eventnally sble to break
through Francis's resistance and bring him
aver o his side. Further, Ipnsting was able to
gather four mare fellow students to his conssd -
eration and all seven of themn, under the lead-

ership of Ignating, formed s community and
founded the Jesuit order. On August 15, 1554,
they pronownced solemmm vows regarding thedr
lifelong work for god in the Chapel of Chiwrch
of Saint Peter at Montinartre, Paris.

Ematius was one of thosevemarkable char
acters who formed a precions milestone in the
histary of the 18th century. A Basgue noble
man, lve was Just over five feet tall. His father
entrusted his son's education to an official at
King Ferdinand’s court. Ignating tensclonsly
went through the long training and became &
brave knight

In May 1521, in the hattle between
Francis 1, the King of France and the Provinee
of Navarre, Ignatius was wounded in both
legzs. In hospital, he nnderwent a painful and
unswocessiil operation. During the long wea-
ry weeks of convalescence at howme Ignating
read two books, The Lifeof Jesis Chirist by La-
dolph of Saxcny and the Flas Sanctoriiom,
which transfonued his lite,

n 1522, he left home went to the shrine of
Our Lady of Montsarrat near Barcelona,
There he hung his sward and dagger as a
pledge of has new consecration to Christ and
hismother. For the next vear he lived cn alms,
qmnﬁuglmﬁhmu‘smpraya-.'I'lm'nlm wrote
his “Spivitual Exercises”, the most efficient
and widely used retreat mannal today,

Finn in his detecimination to seeve god, bat
vealizing that he must garner the weapon of
lawowledge, he went ta the University of Paris
to study. His close friends used to say that
Ignativs had an inhervent facility for finding
godin all things.

The end came suddendy for Ignativs. In
1556 v fed1 1. On July 30, he sent Father Pala-
neo to Vatican for Pope Panl IV Last blessing,
Hext moringat snnise, shortly after the sec-
vetary's return, [gnating passed away peace
fully on July 31 His feast is celebrated
throughout the world on July 31 every year,

The Indianmission of the Jesuitslies at the
very origin ofthedr order. [tis to Incia that Ign
atius of Loyola sent his greatest son, Francis
Kavier in 1542 Xavier was a panlous ‘mission-
ary on the move’. He worked in India for 10
years, from 1542 to 1552, called the Xaverian
docade,

Perhaaps Jesudts impart the best-known ed-
neation in India. The Jesudt edocational indtia
tive is the most extensive private network in

the world today. They conduct not less than &
nniversity colleges, 18 institutes of business

administration and 200 high schools spread
throughowt the conntry, shnoest all of them
aongits most reputed (St. Xavier's, Caleutta,
Munbad, Ranchi; Loyala, Chennal, Vijayawa-
ds; St Joseply's, Bangalove and Trichy; XLRI,
Jamshedpae), In them, more than 4,00,000 stu-
dents belonging to every religious, linguistic
and socio-economic grouprecdve thedr educs
tiom

Any worthwhile book on the history of edhs
cation will mention the contribution wade by
European edocational thinking towands the
development of mankind during the 16th to
10th centuries. It was at this the that Jesoit
schoals were apened all over Enrope and in
them the newly discovered dlassics of Greece
Wl Rome were suceessfull y used in the for-
mation of the young. The Ratio Studiorum ox
Gide g0 Education produced by the Jesuits at
the end of the 16th cantuary remains an educa-
tanal dassic down to our day.

Jesuit educational methods devive divectly
from the order’s own spinit, First, there is a
willingness to use any branch of human
knowledge, modern languages, philosophy,
theology, medicine, law, madia and every
branch of science and technology —nothing is
taboo b Jesnit education. Secondly, there is
the stress on character formation and disci
pline combined with the development of free-
o, Next is the continnal drive towards self-
tmprovement, by stretcling talents sd abili-
ties in every field as far as they can go, Prizes
and awards stimdate smbition and individual
emdation; simultaneously, teamwork is e
couraged throngh the *honse system™ in

schools —a Jesuit innovation.

HNoJesuit education is complete withowt at
tention to the development of the moral and in
tellectual qualities of leadership: love for the
country, integrity, anan velations, under
standing, hard work, organizational ahility,
cooperation and teamwork, and the power of
expression inspeech and writing, A Jesuit sch
ool or college aims to form "men and women
far others™ who will be agents of neaded social
change in thelr country. Jesuits view Uy
work as “the service of faith in God and the
promotion of Justice in the world”, Special
and preferential treatiment is given to econous
ically poor students in terns of financial and
academic support,

Jesuit educational methods have bee orit
lezed by some s being too vigkl, too steveatyp
ed, mxl geared chiefly to the elite, intelligent
and the detevmined, owing to the excessive sti
tndation of s bition. Modern Jesuits sve pro
habdy maresware of their educational appros
ches in the context of the nstional and local so
clo-economie realities, snd as a vesult there is
a very diffevent atmosphery prevailing in tod
ay's Jesuit institutions, at once mare relaxed,
less formal, more pluralistic and more toler
antol individual idiosyncrasies.

One may worder what keeps these Jesnits
united or keeps them going. The answer liesin
their basic chavacteristics, which ave, fivst of
all the ovder”s Tanandsin’ — its vefusal to con
demn anything that is human — andits will
ingess to use all hunan knowledge and
achbeveanents in the savice of god and prople.
Another Jesuit characteristic is obedience or
flexibility, willingness ta adiust and to
compeomise. Theonly thing a Jesuit is tanght
to be rigid ad wcompromising about is
maral evil ar sin

Another mark of the Jesuit is the way of
combindng stern fnner discipline with maxi
muan freedom for each individual wember in
excternal life and in the chedee of methods. Fi
nally, there is a certain typical thoroughaess
in all that is undertaken. These are expressed
by the frequent nse of the word “magis”,
“preater”, “highee™ invelation to the goals, the
Jesuits, as individonals and as a comummity,
strive for. Their age-old maxim is to am at the
preater good for the greater munber of people.

pey nast ot forget to live up to that.
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