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Both Swamiji and I were at
the court when the case came
up, we modestly sat in the last
TowW.

When the judge entered, he
happened to notice Swamiji
and questioned his presence.

'Swamiji explained the context
*| and that he hoped for the’

smooth release of the minor.

Since then our friendship
blossomed. We worked on
several issues, social and
religious.

Thereafter I often invited
him to visit Xavier institu-
tions, be it the Jesuit College of
theology in Delhi, Vidyajothi,
St Xavier's College or St
Xavier’s University, Kolkata.
He also figures amongst one of
the most notable and promi-
nent former faculty members
of St Xavier’s College.

Vepa Syam Rao was born
into a Brahmin Telegu family.
He completed his Masters
from Calcutta University. He
taught at St Xavier’s College
from 1963 to 1969. At 24, young
Rao was inquisitive and curi-
ous to know the inner work-
ings of the Belgian Jesuits. One
day he sneaked into the Jesuit
residence known as cloister
and peeped in. The austerity
and simplicity of the Jesuit liv-
ing quarters astounded him...
only a table, two chairs, a bed
and a wooden almirah.

It was unbelievable....
“The Jesuits lived a life of high
thinking and simple living,”
this made a deep impact on
him. While coming out of the
Jesuit cloister, Rao met a sen-
ior Belgian Jesuit in the corri-
dor. He asked the priest as to
what had motivated him to
come to the distant shores of
India leaving behind his home
and the comforts he had had
there. <

The Jesuit answered him:
“I am here like my fellow Je-
suit Fathers. Our mission is to
serve the people of India, par-
ticularly of Bengal, mainly to
impart quality education to In-
dian students; this is the hum-
ble contribution we hope to
make.” :

Swamiji was deeply im-
pressed and he has often reit-
erated that .this response by
the Jesuit priest had an influ-
ence on his future life and mis-

, sionary zeal. He said: “It made

me ponder. What is MY mis-
sion for India?”

Swamiji has always
stressed his strong faith in
spirituality. He insists that
spirituality ought to be social
spirituality. This spirituality
should not be an individualis-
tic or escapist type. He insists
that it should be one that
would keep the interest of the
society intact; which would de-
pend on the respect for indi-
vidual interest. These are in-
extricably linked. They are
complimentary...  religion
must be a thrust for social
awakening and revolution.

Swamyji has written a num-
ber of books on this subject to -
promote and share his views
and ideas. He was a bridge be-
tween religions, respecting the
differences.... “Do unto others
as you would have others do
unto you,” was his goldenrule.
He further advocated, if we
want life, let us give life to oth-
ers; if we want opportunities,
let us provide these opportuni-
ties to others. God’s love is the
same for all, no matter what
one’s religion or nationality is.

He was against the throw-
away culture, where people
not only throw junk but also
the poor, the refugees and the
downtrodden. He promoted
through his work an educa-
tion in fraternity for real soli-
darity. This in fact was the
essence of Swamiji’s convic-
tion and work.

Swamiji was termed an
anti-national, Christian sym-
pathiser. It is forgotten that he
believes the world is one fami-
ly: “Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam”. God enjoins us to stay
united as one family. Swamiji
was a messenger of God. He
was a giant among men. India
is blessed to have him.

He was a relentless fighter
for the downtrodden, not car-
ingfor personal attacks or even
results... just fight till some-
thing positive emerges was his
firm belief. As Shakespeare
said, reiterated by Justice V.R
Krishna Iyer: “What a piece of
work is a man, how noble in
reason, how infinite in faculty,
in form and moving how ex-
press and admirable, in action
how like an angel, in apprehen-
sion how like a god, never at
rest but ever in meditative
communication with God.”

Swamiji was diamond hard
in his convictions, honeybee
in his sweet collectivism for all
suffering humans, a defender
of the Constitution and a hu-
manist, aware of the religious
pluralism of Bharat. Anything
that might destroy the fabric
of this country or threaten its
development was the recipient
of hisire.

Swami Agnivesh was in-
deed a man among men.... A
prophet for all seasons on the:
side of truth and justice with a
deep-seated spiritual perspec-
tive. A true inspiration. A
Karma Yogi.

Champion of the socially
challenged... A true Arya
Samaji.




